
Cliff and June Hamlow are unique APU graduates. Once

they enrolled as students, they never left; APU became 

their home. Cliff, from Denair, California, came to the

university in 1952, and June came from West Point,

California, in 1954. They met on campus and married 

in 1957. The Hamlows later had three children, who 

have carried on the APU tradition. Sheryl and Gordon

graduated from APU, while Darrell worked for 15 years

in APU’s physical plant. 

Cliff is quick to tell you that he chose Pacific Bible

College (PBC), which APU was called in the 50s, because

of the outstanding choir. June, as a new teenage Christian,

chose PBC because of her thirst for knowledge of the

Bible. She majored in Bible Studies and

became the first female student body

president to serve at Azusa College.

PBC President Cornelius P.

Haggard was so impressed with Cliff ’s leadership abilities

and athletic interests that he asked him to stay on and

develop an athletics program after his graduation in

1956. Cliff did that and much more. Over the last 54

years, he has held 10 major positions at Azusa Pacific

University, including director, professor, head basketball

coach, division chairman, dean, chief operating officer,

vice president for alumni and church relations, executive 

vice president, vice president for business services, and

vice president emeritus for university projects. 

Providing dynamic leadership during times of financial

constraints, Cliff was a major force in keeping the university

within its budget. His abilities to balance reality and

entrepreneurship became an asset to APU. Today, he

works part time as vice president emeritus for university

projects, and recently oversaw the construction of APU’s

Segerstrom Science Building. He is also very active in the

community, serving on numerous commissions and

committees. Cliff, who has refereed sports for 43 years, 

also was invited by members of the Glendora community 

to run for city council and later became the mayor 

of Glendora. 

Following graduation, June worked at Azusa College

in the Business Office. While raising their children, she

discovered a passion for languages and went on to study

French, Latin, Spanish, and Japanese. Eventually, she

earned a master’s degree in linguistics with a specialty 

in Spanish from California State University at Fullerton.

In 1965, June, who also has a special interest in genealogy,

began teaching Spanish at APU, and remains there today as

a part-time adjunct professor in the Spanish Department.

“Ministry has been our life,” said the Hamlows. They

believe ministry can be in whatever you do, whether in the

community, in the classroom, or refereeing a game. Cliff ’s

favorite Bible verse is Proverbs 3:5–6: “Trust in the Lord

with all your heart and lean not to your

own understanding; in all your ways

acknowledge him and he will make your

paths straight.” June’s favorite verse is found

in 2 Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 

is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come.” 

Miracle is the one word that the Hamlows use to

describe the phenomenal growth of APU and the many

events that have happened on its campus. They believe

the greatest strength of APU is that it has not departed

from its original motto of God First. They continue 

contributing to the Hamlow Endowment Scholarship,

which Cliff ’s parents started years ago to provide 

scholarships to students for many years to come. 

With total faith that their money will be invested for

Kingdom growth, the couple has also remembered APU

in their living trust. As part of their personal philosophy,

“you invest your life in something that you believe in. 

So, you invest your finances the same way.”

The Hamlow name has been around APU for nearly

60 years, and will continue that way long into the future.

Look at the floor the next time you’re in APU’s Felix

Event Center. It’s named the “Hamlow Court,” in honor

of Cliff and June Hamlow, who have made personal,

financial, and spiritual commitments to APU, a place

they call home.

Savvy Living:
Dear Savvy Living,

Are there any simple devices that let seniors who don’t have

a computer receive email? 

Signed, 

Disconnected

Dear Disconnected,

Currently, about 45 percent of people ages 70–75 go online,

compared to nearly 90 percent of those under 35.

Fortunately, there are several different products and services

available today that can bridge the gap between those who

use email and older individuals who don’t. Here’s what you

should know.

Email to Snail Mail

Sunnygram (sunnygram.com; (888) 517- 8669) turns

emails into stamped letters, so you can easily keep in

touch with older family members in formats that you’re

both accustomed to. When you sign up, your family

member receives an email address that you write to.

Sunnygram then prints out the email messages and 

pictures, and snail mails them to him or her once a week

in an appealing newsletter format. Your relative can

respond through a Sunnygram prepaid letter, which

would be scanned and emailed to you. Or, he or she can

call a toll-free number and leave a voice message, which

would get transcribed and emailed to you. 

Email to Fax 

My Celery (mycelery.com; (866) 692-3537) uses a color

fax/printer connected to a standard phone line to turn

emails into printed faxes. When you sign up, your family

member gets an email address where you can send 

messages, pictures, documents, and Twitter and Facebook

status updates. Celery calls your relative when he or she

has a message, and it is automatically printed out on

paper. To reply, he or she simply handwrites a letter 

putting your name in block print at the top, places the

letter into the Celery fax machine, pushes two buttons,

and the letter is sent to you electronically.
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APU–The Hamlow’s Home
By Fran Banks Newman, Ed.D.

Get Involved!
Name __________________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________ State _________ ZIP ___________________

Email __________________________________________________________________

�Send me information on how to set up an endowed scholarship.

�Send me information on how to receive income for life through a gift annuity.

�Please send me information on how to remember APU in my will or living trust.

�Please send me the free “Better Estate Planning” brochure.

LEGACY

“Ministry has
been our life.”

Cliff and June Hamlow
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To learn more about how you can benefit through giving, contact

Azusa Pacific University’s Office of Gift and Estate Planning.

Office of Gift and Estate Planning

CALL (888) 865-9769

CLICK www.apugifts.org

EMAIL stewardship@apu.edu

David Stafford, a business administration major student,

is quick to share that he could not have attended APU

without the generous scholarships he received. 

One of the scholarships that made a significant 

difference in his life was the Hamlow Endowment

Scholarship, which allowed him to attend the university

for five years and earn his bachelor’s degree in three and

a half years. Stafford, who is from Walnut Creek, California,

is now looking forward to receiving his master’s degree in

spring 2011 and beginning a career in finance.  

There were many colleges and universities to consider,

but APU won Stafford’s heart after his first visit. “The

professors are so personal and genuinely care about the

students,” he said. “They even give you their phone 

numbers so you can call them about jobs or personal

concerns. Being a student in President Wallace’s senior

seminar class and having him share his vision for the 

university will always be a memorable event.” 

Stafford, an exceptional student both academically

and athletically, has played on the men’s basketball team

for four years, and is proud to say that he has played 119

of his 120 games. “He is one fine young man and athlete,

who would always represent APU in the best possible

manner,” said basketball coach Justin Leslie.

A young man on the move, Stafford has nothing 

but appreciation and gratefulness for the scholarships 

he has received at APU, and for the many wonderful

experiences he has shared with his coaches, professors,

and fellow students.

“I’ve developed lasting friendships with students

here,” Stafford said. “APU’s God First motto is reflected 

all over campus.”
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Ninety percent of Azusa Pacific University students

receive some form of financial aid. Many of the students

would not be able to attend APU without the support and

generosity of friends of the university. 

Endowment funds help stabilize the university’s

operating budget so that scholarships, programs, and

other expenses are consistently funded, regardless of 

revenue generated by tuition and other sources.

By designating planned gifts to APU’s endowment

fund, a donor can make a gift and specify that only the

income from the gift will be used for the designated 

purpose. A donor is also able to name the endowment,

which is an effective way to honor the life and legacy of a

family member. These funds can be established through 

a trust, will, real property, life insurance, or gifts of cash.

Contributing to the endowment fund helps students

receive a Christian education so APU can continue to

raise up disciples and scholars who will go into the 

world to serve Christ. 

Will you partner with us and create your own legacy?

Looking Back with Gratitude By Fran Banks Newman, Ed.D.

Upcoming Events
Emma Haggard Luncheon: Thursday, February 10

Lunch Theater: “Man of La Mancha,” Saturday, April 2

Scholarship Auxiliary Event: Wednesday, May 11

Israel Tour: May 23–June 5, 2011

For more information on upcoming APU-related

events, please contact the Office of Gift and Estate

Planning at (626) 815-5069, or email

hkurkierewicz@apu.edu.

What Legacy Will You Leave?


